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To  the  Ch airmail  and  Members  of  the 

Hale  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

I beg  to  present  the  joint  Annual  Report  upon  the  health 
and  sanitary  condition  of  the  HaJe  Urban  Sanitary  District 
for  the  year  1925,  also  a Survey  Report  of  conditions  over  the 
last  live  years,  which  is  in  pursuance’  of  the  Ministry  of 
Health’s  Circular  648. 

General  Statistics. 

POPULATION. 

The  area  of  the  district  is  1,288  statute  acres.  The  re- 
vised census  figures  of  1921  showed  the  population  to  be 
9,331,  inhabited  houses  2,190,  and  number  of  families  2,270, 
but  as  previously  explained,  the  figure  given  showed  a popula- 
tion considerably  less  than  the  real  population.  The  census 
showed  96  empty  houses,,  whereas  there  certainly  were  not 
more  than  16  houses  unoccupied.  Probably  owing  to  families 
being  away  on  holiday  on  census  night  their  houses  have  been 
classed  as  vacant.  This  would  appear  the  more  probable,  as 
in  the  detailed  census  figures  the  population  of  the  North 
Ward  varied  very  little  from  my  estimate,  and  as  this  is  the 
working-class  ward  very  few  families  took  their  holidays  so 
early  in  the  year  as  June. 
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The  detailed  census  figures  showed  that  95%  of  the  houses 
were  private  houses,  and  5%  were  attached  to  shops.  The 
average  number  of  rooms  per  dwelling  was  6.4.  The  number 
of  persons  per  family  4.07,  and  the  rooms  per  person  in  houses 
with  9 rooms  or  less  1.45.  Based  on  the  standard  number  of 
rooms  per  family  for  the  whole  country,  there  was  a surplus 
of  27.4%.  The  population  living  more  than  2 per  room  (the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  basis  of  overcrowding)  was  89,  or  1% 
of  the  population.  An  interesting  table  showed  that  the  num- 
ber of  female  domestic  servants  in  the  district  was  89  per 
1,000  of  the  population. 

The  number  of  inhabited  houses  at  the  middle  of  the  year 
1925,  was  2,587,  which,  allowing  the  low  average  of  4.25 
persons  per  inhabited  house,  gives  a population  of  10,994,„ 
distributed  amongst  the  various  Wards  as  follows: — 

Ward  Population  Inhabited  Houses 

Central  3353  789 

North  3561  838 

South-East  1590  374 

West  2490  586 

Total.  10994  2587 

and  upon  these  figures  the  vital  statistics  for  the  year  are 
based. 

The  general  contour  show  that  Hale  consists  of  a ridge 
running  East  and  West,  and  from  which  the  district  grad- 
ually slopes  to  North  and  South.  The  rateable  value  for  the 
district  at  the  middle  of  the  year  1925,  was  £93,147  10s.  0d., 
which  is  a very  high  figure  for  a district  of  this  size.  The 
sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  is  £380.  The  social  condi- 
tions are  very  good,  this  being  a residential  area. 

Births. 

The  number  of  births  in  the  district  during  the  year  1925 
was  115,  of  which  66  were  males,  and  49  females,  two  being 
illegitimate,  giving  the  birth  rate  of  10.55,  the  lowest  for  the 
last  10  years  with  the  exception  of  1918,  when  it  was  7.856. 
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Year 

Boys 

Girls 

Total  Births 

Rate  per  1,000 

1915 

66 

58 

124 

13.333 

1916 

65 

64 

129 

14.535 

1917 

52 

55 

107 

12.008 

1918 

44 

46 

90 

7.856 

1919 

66 

53 

119 

12.281 

1920 

86 

69 

155 

15.563 

1921 

68 

70 

138 

14.862 

1922 

68 

68 

136 

13.600 

1923 

55 

66 

121 

11.774 

1924 

63 

78 

141 

13.53 

1925 

66 

49 

115 

10.55 

The  distribution  amongst  the 

various  Wards  is: — 

Ward 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Rate  per  1,000 

Central 

16 

12 

28 

8.35 

North 

27 

18 

45 

12.63 

South-East 

7 

9 

16 

10.06 

West 

16 

10 

26 

10.44 

66 

49 

115 

The  birth  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales  dur- 
ing the  year  1924  was  18.8,  and  for  the  County  of  Chester 
16.6  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population. 

Deaths. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  in  the  district  during  the 
year  1925  was  89;  of  these,  two  were  residents  of  other  dis- 
tricts. 12  deaths  of  residents  occurred  outside  the  district, 
so  that  the  net  number  of  deaths  belonging  to  the  district 
was  99,  giving  the  net  death  rate  of  9.00  per  1,000  popula- 
tion, this  being  the  highest  since  1919,  when  it  was  11.773. 


Ward 

No. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Central 

48 

14.31 

North 

22 

6.18 

South-East 

10 

8.17 

West 

19 

6.28 

99 

o 


Year  No*.  Rate  per  1,000 

1915  80  9.462 

1916  89  10.028 

1917  78  8.754 

1918  106  11.146 

1919  108  11.773 

1920  90  9.037 

1921  72  7.754 

1922  82  8.20 

1923  85  8.28 

1924  91  8.73 

1925  99  9.00 

The  deaths  were  distributed  over  the  various  age  periods 
as  follows: — 

Under  1 year  5 

1 to  2 years 3 

2 to  5 years Ml 

5 to  15  years Nil 

15  to  25  years... 1 

25  to  45  years 13 

45  to  65  years 31 

Over  65  years ......  46 


Total  99 

The  main  causes  of  death  were: — 

Cancer  13 

Bronchitis  7 

Senile  Decay  9 

Organic  Heart  Disease... 13 

Pneumonia  4 

Cerebral  Hemorrhage 12 

We  may  take  it  that  these  rates  are  satisfactory,  for  Hale 
contains  a large  number  of  elderly  people.  During  1925  47 
died  over  65  years  of  age,  and  during  the  period  1921-25 
(inclusive)  246,  of  that  age.  The  total  number  of  deaths 
during  the  five-year  period  was  430,  giving  an  average  death 
rate  of  8.41  per  1,000  population  over  the  five  years. 
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Infant  Mortality. 

Fire  deaths  -occurred  of  children  under  one  year  of  age, 
equivalent  to  an  infantile  mortality  rate  of  46.29  per  1,000 
births,  which  is  the  lowest  since  1920  with  the  exception  of 
last  year,  when  it  was  21.27.  Two  of  these  deaths  were  from 
Premature  Birth,  one  from  Difficult  Birth,  one  from  Tuber- 
cular Peritonitis,  and  the  other  from  Laryngo  and  Bronchitis. 
It  will  be  seen  that  the  rate  is  still  low,  and  I should  like 
to  state  that  w«e  have  a most  excellent  Maternity  and  Child 
Welfare  Centre,  also  a splendid  Nurse  with  enthusiastic 
helpers.  We  meet  fortnightly  and  beyond  attending  to  the 
babies,  the  mothers  are  entertained  by  giving  them  talks  and 
musical  entertainments.  I believe,  however,  that  the  greatest 
benefit  is  derived  from  the  house-to-house  visiting,  and  the 
Nurse  is  a very  diligent  visitor. 

The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  England  and  Wales  during 
the  year  1924  was  75,  and  for  the  County  of  Chester  69. 

The  death  rate  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales 
during  1924  was  12.2,  and  for  the  County  of  Chester  11.8. 


Year.  Infant  Mortality 

Rate  per  1,000. 

1915  24.193 

1916  31.007 

1917  67.421 

1918  57.142 

1919  58.823 

1920  45.161 

1921  79.71 

1922  75.52 

1923  57.85 

1924  21.27  ‘ 

1925  46.29 


Notifiable  Diseases. 

During  the  last  five  years  we  have  not  been  free  from 
infectious  diseases.  Our  maximum  cases  for  one  year  (1924) 
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was  102,  including  70  cases  of  Diphtheria.  This  was  due  to 
an  epidemic  which  spread  rapidly,  but  we  were  fortunate 
to  locate  in  an  adjoining  district  the  source  of  infection,  as 
my  appended  Report  will  show. 

Two  notifications  of  diphtheria  were  received  on  Thurs- 
day, the  4th  December,  1924. 

Nine  further  notifications  were  received  on  the  5th 
December,  and  it  was  found  that  ten  of  the  eleven  cases 
were  supplied  with  milk  from  the  same  dairy.  Later  enquir- 
ies showed  that  the  eleventh  case  had  been  living  in  a house 
which  was  supplied  with  milk  from  this  dairy  until  two  days 
before  illness  commenced. 

The  dairy  was  at  once  visited,  the  health  of  the  inmates 
enquired  into,  and  also  the  sources  of  the  mlik  supply  to  the 
dairy.  These  enquiries  showed  that  the  health  was  apparently 

^(^ired - intor^d  also^he^ottrera^olHhc  -milk  suppfyto  the 

Analysis  of  the  milk  rounds  showed  that : - - 

Two  cases  were  supplied  with  milk  from  No.  2 Farm  only; 

Six  cases  were  supplied  with  milk  from  No.  2 & No.  3 Farms; 

Two  cases  were  supplied  with  milk  from  No.  1,  No.  2 & No. 
4 Farms;  whilst  apparently  the  other  case  only  received  milk 
from  Nos.  1 and  4.  This  case,  however,  at  times  received 
additional  supplies,  such  supplies  being  from  No.  2 Farm. 

From  this,  it  appeared  that  a probable  source  of  infection 
was  No.  2 Farm,  and  the  M.O.H.  for  the  district  concerned 
was  notified. 

On  Saturday  morning,  the  6th  December,  two  of  the 
farms  were  visited  and  sampled  of  milk  taken;  samples  were 
also  taken  from  the  supplies  from  the  remaining  farms  before 
delivery  to  the  dairy. 

Nine  notifications  were  received  on  this  day,  and  all  the 
patients  were  found  to  have  had  milk  from  Farm  No.  2. 
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The  Farm  was  visited  and  swabs  taken  from  seven  of 
the  inmates,  and  the  dairyman  was  notified  that  this  farm 
was  under  suspicion,  and  advised  not  to  sell  any  more  milk 
from  such  farm.  He  acted  on  this  advice,  and  no  milk  from 
Farm  No.  2 was  sold  in  the  district  after  the  6th  December, 
1924. 

On  Monday,  the  8th,  a Teport  was  received  from  the 
Laboratory  showing  that  six  of  the  inmates  of  Farm  No.  2 
were  suffering  from  diphtheria,  and  thereon  a Special  Council 
Meeting  was  summoned,  and  the  farmer  given  the  necessary 
24  hours’  notice  to  attend  to  show  cause  why  an  order  should 
not  be  made  stopping  the  supply  of  milk  from  his  farm. 

Eleven  notifications  were  received  on  this  day. 

On  Tuesday,  the  9th,  the  order  referred  to  above  was 
made,  two  representatives  of  the  farmer  appearing  before  the 
Council. 

Two  notifications  were  received  on  this  date. 

On  Wednesday,,  the  10th,  twelve  notifications  were  received. 
On  Thursday,  the  11th,  three  notifications  were  received. 

On  Friday,  the  12th,  two  notifications  were  received. 

On  Saturday,  the  13th,  five  notifications  were  received. 

On  Sunday,  the  14th,  two  notifications  were  received. 

On  Monday,  the  15th,  three  notifications  were  received. 

making  a total  of  sixty,  all  of  which  were  found  to  have  been 
supplied  with  milk  from  the  same  farm  (excepting  the  one 
case  referred  to  previously.) 

From  Tuesday,  the  16th,  to  Monday,  the  2&nd,  six 
further  notifications  were  received,  all  the  patients  having 
consumed  milk  from  the  same  supply.  Three  of  the  latter 
cases,  however,  having  occurred  in  previously  infected  houses, 
were  probably  contact  eases. 
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Commencement  of  Illness: 

Of  the  63  primary  cases,  it  may  be  of  interest  to  note  the 
date  of  onset  of  illness,  viz : — 

29th  November  ...  1 case 
30th  November  ...  1 case 
1st  December  ....  8 cases 
2nd  December  ...  7 cases 
3rd  December  ...  7 cases 
4th  December  ...  4 cases 
5th  December  ...  9 cases 
*6th  December  ...  4 cases 
7th  December  ...  2 cases 
8th  December  ...  9 cases 
9th  December  ...  6 cases 
10th  December  ...  4 cases 
11th  December  ...  1 case 

63 

* Last  day  on  which  milk  was  supplied  from  the  suspected  farm. 

The  Public  Health  Laboratory  reported  that  no  diph- 
theria bacilli  were  found  in  the  milks  submitted  to  them, 
but  that  a swab  taken  from  a sore  upon  one  of  the  teats  of 
a cow  on  the  farm  showed  ie bacilli  microscopically  indistin- 
guishable from  Diphtheria.”  On  further  tests  being  made  to 
ascertain  its  virulence,  I am  informed  that  it  was  definitely 
established  that  the  bacilli  were  diphtheria  of  a virulent  form, 
two  guinea-pigs  dying  within  12  hours  of  inoculation,  whilst 
a third,  which  was  inoculated  and  also  treated  with  anti-toxin, 
recovered. 

One  death  only  occurred. 

Arising  out  of  this  epidemic,  the  farmer,  through  the 
Farmers’  Union,  took  action  against  the  Council  in  the  form 
of  rules  nisi  for  mandamus  or  certiorari,  and  the  case  came 
before  the  King’s  Bench  Division  (Coram — the  Lord  Chief 
Justice,  Mr.  Justice  Salter  and  Mr.  Justice  Branson)  on  the 
23rd  February,  1926. 
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The  King  v.  Hale  U.D.C.  (Ex  parte  Wright). 


JUDGMENT. 

The  Lord  Chief  Justice,  in  giving  judgment,  said  that  it 
was  quite  clear  that  there  had  been  some  irregularities,  al- 
though, when  one  took  all  the  circumstances  into  considera- 
tion, such  irregularities  were  not  of  a large  or  comprehensive 
character.  If  a little  more  attention  had  been  paid  to  the 
faithful  observance  of  the  conditions  of  the  section  the  con- 
troversy need  never  have  arisen.  Upon  the  question,  how- 
ever, whether,  in  the  circumstances,  the  applicant  was  en- 
titled to  a writ  of  certiorari , he  (his  Lordship)  was  clearly  of 
opinion  that  he  was  not;  he  had  disentitled  himself  from  pur- 
suing that  remedy. 

Then  it  was  said  that  he  was  entitled  to  a writ  of  man- 
damus to  compel  the  Hale  authority  to  hear  and  determine 
according  to  law  an  application  that  this  order  should  be 
presently  withdrawn.  The  question  was  whether  it  was  safe 
that  milk  should  be  distributed  for  human  consumption  from 
this  farm  while  there  remained  on  the  farm  a certain  cow 
which  had  had  a lesion  on  one  of  its  udders  clearly  exhibit- 
ing diphtheritic  germs — a cow  which  was  a sort  of  reservoir 
of  potential  diphtheria,  wherever  it  was,  and  might  on  some 
slight  occasion  become  active  and  energetic  instead  of  merely 
potential.  They  had  to  take  the  responsibility  of  deciding 
whether,  wdth  this  cow  upon  it,  the  Hale  Council  should  au- 
thorise the  distribution  of  milk  from  the  farm.  It  was  quite 
clear  that  the  Council  and  the  medical  officer  of  health  had 
directed  their  minds  to  the  question,  and  that  the  position 
they  had  taken  up  was  that  they  were  willing  that  the  order 
should  be  withdrawn  if  and  when  it  was  reported  to  them  that 
the  farm  had  a clean  bill  of  health  and  that  the  cause  of  in- 
fection had  been  removed.  The  medical  officer  of  health  had 
taken  the  view  that  while  the  roan  cow  was  upon  the  farm  it 
was  too  risky  to  allow  milk  to  come  from  the  farm  for  human 
consumption.  In  those  circumstances  there  was  no  area  in 
which  a writ  of  mandamus^  could  operate.  The  Council  said 
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that,  as  matters  now  stood,  they  were  not  satisfied  that  the 
cause  of  infection  had  been  removed,  but  they  offered  to  take  a 
different  view  if  that  cow  were  taken  away.  That  was  quite 
a different  thing  from  an  order  for  the  slaughter  of  the  cow. 
When  one  saw  the  difference  in  figures  between  the  value  of 
the  cow  for  the  production  of  milk  and  as  butcher’s  meat  he 
(his  Lordship)  could  not  help  thinking  that  there  had  been 
an  unedifying  degree  of  obstinacy  displayed.  This  was  not 
a case  for  a vrrit  of  mandamus  any  more  than  it  was  a case 
for  a writ  of  certiorari  and  the  rules  should  he  discharged. 

Mr.  Justice  Salter  and  Mr,  Justice  Branson  agreed,  and 
the  rules  were  discharged,  with  costs. 

So  far  nothing  has  been  heard  of  the  case  being  carried 
to  a higher  court. 


We  also  had  a slight  epidemic  of  Scarlet  Fever  in  1922, 
but  it  was  quite  localised. 

During  the  year  1925,  25  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
were  notified  under  The  Infectious  Diseases  Notification  Act, 
viz : — 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  20 


Diphtheria  4 

Erysipelas  1 


Also  6 cases  of  Pneumonia,  7 cases  of  Phthisis,  and  six 
cases  of  other  Tuberculous  Diseases  were  notified  under  the 
Tuberculosis  Regulations. 

Thirteen  notifications  were  received  on  Form  “A”  and 
two  on  Form  “<C.” 

The  distribution  of  these  cases  for  the  various  age  periods 
amongst  the  different  Wards  is  set  out  in  Table  IV  attached. 

Five  deaths  occurred  from  Phthisis,  and  one  from  Tuber- 
cular Peritonitis. 
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Nursing  Arrangements,  Hospitals,  and  other 
Institutions  available  for  the  District. 

HOME  NURSING. — Through  the  local  Nursing  Associa- 
tion, there  are  six  nurses  available  for  general  nursing 
purposes,  the  Association  being  entirely  voluntary. 

Private  nurses  are  available  from  various  Nurses'  Homes 
situated  within  the  district,  in  Manchester,  and  in  neigh- 
bouring districts. 

Arrangements  are  made  with  the  local  Association 
whereby  the  services  of  their  nurses  are  at  the  disposal  of  the 
Council  when  required  in  connection  with  the  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  work. 

MIDWIVES. — There  is  no  employment  of  (or  subsidy 
to)  practising  midwives  in  the  district  by  the  Council,  and 
the  Midwives  Act  is  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County 

Council. 

HOSPITAL  ACCOMMODATION.— The  Bucklow  Joint 
Hospital  Board,  of  which  this  Council  is  one  of  the  Constitu- 
ent Authorities,  has  the  call  on  twelve  beds  at  the  Baguley 
Sanatorium,  for  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and 
accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  diseases  at  Monsall 
Hospital. 

Arrangements  are  made  direct  by  the  Council  with  the 
Royal  Infirmary,  Manchester;  the  General  Hospital,  Altrinc- 
ham; St.  Mary's  Hospital,  Manchester;  the  Manchester  and 
Salford  Skin  Hospital;  and  the  Pendlebury  Children's 
Hospital  (for  the  treatment  of  Children),  and  maternity  cases 
in  which  hospital  treatment  is  required. 

There  are  no  institutions  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegiti- 
mate children,  or  homeless  children,  in  the  district.  The 
only  clinic  we  have  is  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centre. 
It  is  situated  in  Oak  Road,  as  central  a position  as  could 
have  been  obtained.  It  is  provided  by  the  Council  with 
subsidy. 
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An  ambulance  is  provided  by  the  Manchester  Corporation 
for  the  transfer  of  infections  diseases  to  Monsall  Hospital,  and 
an  ambulance  has  been  provided  by  the  Council  to  deal  with 
accidents  and  non-infectious  cases. 

Public  Health  Staff. 

The  Staff  consists  of  (a.)  One  part-time  Medical  Officer 
of  Health,  (b.)  One  full-time  Sanitary  Inspector,  who,  in 
addition  to  holding  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute’s  Certificate 
as  Inspector,  is  also  a certified  Meat  and  Food  Inspector.  He 
also  holds  several  Certificates  and  Diplomas  for  Building 
Construction,  (c.)  A part-time  Health  Visitor,  who  also  acts 
as  District  Nurse. 


Laboratory  Work. 

By  arrangement  with  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Manchester,  bacteriological  examinations  are  made  when 
required  by  the  local  medical  practitioners  with  respect  to 
Diphtheria,  Typhoid  Fever  and  Tuberculosis  cases. 

During  the  year  130  swabs  were  examined  for  Diphtheria, 
4 of  which  were  positive.  Most  of  these  swabs  were  taken 
at  the  tail-end  of  the  serious  outbreak  of  Diphtheria  of  last 
year.  One  swab  was  examined  for  Typhoid,  but  was  proved 
negative. 

In  addition,  examinations  are  made  by  The  Cheshire 
County  Council  for  Tuberculosis. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. 

During  the  year  thd  following  visits  were  paid  by  the 


Health  Visitor : — 

Visits  to  expectant  (mothers  68 

No.  of  first  visits  75 

Visits  to  children  under  one  year  of  age  599 

Visits  to  children  aged  one  to  five  years 1479 

Enquiries  re  infant  deaths  5 


Total  22 26 
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The  Centre,  which  was  opened  in  September,  1922,  was 
continued  throughout  the  year,  meeting  on  alternate 
Wednesdays,  and  again  proved  very  successful,  the  average 
attendance  during  the  year  being  30. 

The  Centre  is  managed  under  my  supervision  by  the 
Nurse,  and  a staff  of  voluntary  workers,  who  are  very 
enthusiastic  and  have  done  exceedingly  good  and  useful  work 
during  the  year. 


Adoptive  Acts. 

The  following  Acts  have  been  adopted  by  the  Council: — 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1890. 

(Part  III.)  Oct. 15th,  1900. 

Infectious  Diseases  (Prevention)  Act,  1890. 

Jan.  1st,  1902. 

Public  Health  Act  (Amendment)  Act,  1907. 

(Sections  up  to  and  including  Sect.  65,  and 

Sects.  67,  68,  76,  77,  81  (part  of)  and  95). 

Oct.  8th,  1908. 

Private  Street  Works  Act,  1892.  May  1st,  1914. 

Public  Health  Act,  1925.  (Waiting  for  consent  of 
Ministry  before  putting  into  force.) 

Sanitary  Administration. 

WORK  OF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR.— This  will  be 
found  appended  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

WATER.— A constant  supply  is  provided  to  every  house 
by  the  Manchester  Corporation. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS.— The  River  Bollin,  which 
passes  through  the  district,  is  free  from  pollution,  and  frequent 
samples  are  taken  by  the  Rivers  Inspector. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE.— This  is  very  satis- 
factory, the  whole  of  the  district  being  drained  on  the  dual 
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system.  A new  Sewage  Disposal  Works  on  tile  “Activated 
Sludge  System”  is  being  installed,  and  will  be  completed  by 
the  end  of  March,  1926,  at  a cost  of  about  £20,500. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. — The  provision  in  the 


district  is  as  follows : — 

Privy  Ashpits 5 

Privy  Pails 8 

Water  Closets 2574 


Total  2587 

The  above  privy  ashpits  and  pail  closets  are  at  houses  in 
outlying  parts  of  the  district,  where,  owing  to  the  absence  of 
water  supply,  or  sewer,  water  closets  cannot  be  installed. 
There  is  still  one  workshop  in  the  district  where  a pail  closet 
is  used. 

Great  effort  will  be  made  this  next  year  to  convert  the  13 
remaining  privy  ashpits,  or  pails,  into  the  water  carriage 
system. 

SCAVENGING. — This  work  is  carried  out  by  our  own 
men  under  the  Sanitary  Inspector's  supervision. 

Ashbins  numbering  2,500  are  emptied  weekly,  and  the 
remaining  ashpits  once  every  month. 

We  have  between  250  and  300  ashpits,  but  every  endeavour 
is  being  used  to  have  them  abolished,  and  the  weekly  bin 
system  substituted.  Most  of  these  bins  have  been  provided 
during  the  last  five  years. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  AREA.— This  has  been 
carried  out  in  a very  satisfactory  manner. 

SMOKR  ABATEMENT. — Being  essentially  a residential 
district  we  are  not  troubled  with  smoke  nuisances  from  fac- 
tories or  works. 
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PREMISES  AND  OCCUPATIONS  WHICH  CAN  BE 
CONTROLLED  BY  BYELAWS  OR  REGULATION. — Again, 
being  a residential  district,  we  have  only  one  Knacker’s  Yard 
and  about  six  stables,  which,  during  the  year,  have  been  kept 
in  a very  satisfactory  condition.  We  have  no  lodging  houses 
or  underground  sleeping  rooms. 

SCHOOLS. — The  sanitary  condition  and  water  supplies 
both  at  public  and  private  schools,  are  all  that  can  be  desired. 
No  closing  of  any  school  has  been  necessary  for  any  illness  in 
the  district,  as  the  number  of  infectious  cases  in  the  district 

will  show. 


Housing. 

No  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year  by  the  Coun- 
cil, but  eighty-eight  have  been  completed  by  private  builders. 
Of  these,  forty-one  are  houses  which  have  been  built  under  the 
Subsidy  Regulations,  and  are  occupied  by  the  purchaser. 

A fair  amount  of  building  work  is  in  prospect,  and  I con- 
sider that  when  all  the  schemes  which  have  been  approved  by 
the  Council  under  the  Subsidy  Regulations  are  completed  the 
housing  requirements  of  the  district  will  be  amply  met  so  far 
as  persons  who  are  able  to  purchase  houses  are  concerned.  The 
difficulty,  however,  would  appear  to  be  that  most  of  the  houses 
being  erected  under  the  Subsidy  Regulations  are  to  be  sold  to 
owner-occupiers. 

A local  syndicate  is  at  present  erecting  twenty-four  cot- 
tages, which  will  be  let  at  a weekly  rental,  also  at  the  comple- 
tion of  this  scheme  to  erect  another  nine,  so  when  these  two 
schemes  are  carried  out  the  demand  for  houses  of  this  class 
will  be  met  to  some  extent.  There  were  no  cases  of  over- 
crowding to  warrant  any  action  to  be  taken  by  the  Council 
during  the  year,  although  many  of  the  conditions  were  not 
desirable  from  the  Public  Health  point  of  view. 

1. — Unfit  Dwelling-houses. — Inspection : — 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health 
or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  30 
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(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
inspected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing 
(Inspection  of  District)  Regulations,  1910  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in 
a state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 

as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

(!)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 
those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
heading), found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  Nil 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notice : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  ren- 
dered fit  in  consequence  of  informal  action 
by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  officers  26 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  powers: — 

A. — Proceedings  under  Section  3 of  the  Housing 
Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
repairs  .*.  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit : — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  4 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  in  respect 
of  which  Closing  Orders  became 
operative  in  pursuance  of  declarations 

by  owners  of  intention  to  close  ...  Nil 
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B. — Proceeding  under  Public  Health  Acts. 


(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect 

of  which  notices  were  served  requiring 
defects  to  be  remedied  Nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied: — 

(a)  By  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default 

of  Owners  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  11,  14,  and  15 

of  the  Housing  Act,  1925 Nil 


I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  Obedient  Servant, 

T.  A.  ROTHWELL,  M.D.,  Ch.B.,  M.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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TABLE  II. 

HALE  URBAN  DISTRICT 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  DEATH  during  1925. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  Ages,  Distribution  in  the 

of  “ Residents,”  whether  occurring  within  various  Wards 

or  without  the  District  


CAUSES  OP  DEATH 

All 

Ages 

Un- 

Between  the  ages  of 

65 

and 

up- 

ward 

S 

d 

h 

der 

1 

year 

1 

and 

2 

2 

and 

5 

5 

and 

15 

15 

and  i 
25  i 

25  1 
and 
45 

45 

and 

65 

£ 

O 

»H 

u 

0 

X 

2 

3 

0 

QD 

w 

c 

* 

1 

A11  n 1 Certified  

All  Causes  ^ Not  0ertified 

2 

100 

3 

5 

4 

3 

5 

(6 

7 

1 

8 

13 

9 

31 

ro 

47 

... 

11 

49 

12 

22 

13 

10 

14 

19 

Enteric  Fever  

Smallpox  

Measles  

Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  Cough  

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

Influenza  

Erysipelas  

Phthisis  (Pulmonary 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

nil 

Tuberculosis) 

Tuberculous  Meningitis.. 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 

6 

nil 

j 1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

eases  

Cancer,  Malignant  Dis- 

1 

1 

w.. 

... 

1 

«. 

ease  

Rheumatic  Fever  

13 

nil 

... 

2 

6 

3 

5 

-2 

3 

Meningitis  

1 

1 

1 

Organic  Heart  Disease  ... 

13 

... 

2 

6 

'5 

6 

1 

2 

4 

Bronchitis  

7 

3 

4 

5 

2 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 
Other  diseases  of  Respira- 
tory Organs  

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis... 

4 

nil 

nil 

3 

1 

3 

1 

... 

Appendicitis  & Typhilitis 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  

Alcoholism  

Nephritis  and  Bright’s 

1 

nil 

nil 

~ 

-1 

1 

Disease  

Puerperal  Fever  

Other  accidents  and  dis- 
eases of  Pregnancy  and 

2 

nil 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Parturition  

Congenital  Debility  and 
Malformation,  including 

2 

... 

1 

1 

1 

1 

• . • 

Premature  Birth  

Violent  Deaths,  exclud- 

3 

3 



... 

1 

2 

ing  Suicide  

5 

...  j 

1 

2 

.2 

5 

|M 

... 

Suicides  

1 

... 

1 

... 

1 

Other  Defined  Diseases... 
Diseases  Ill-defined  or  un- 
known   

40 

ni l 

1 

’2 ! 

. 

2 

8 

27 

22 

6 

3 

9 

Totals 

99 

5 

1 

3 

... 

1 

13 

30 

47 

48 

22 

10 

19 

21 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Premature  Birth 

Laryngo  and  Bronchitis 

Difficult  Birth  

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

Totals... 

22 


Net  Births  in  the  year:  Net  Deaths  in  the  year  of: 

Legitimate  ...  115  Legitimate 

Illegitimate  ...  2 Illegitimate 
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Isolation  Hospitals.  Sanatoria,  &c. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES,  1925,  shewing  Seasonal  Attack. 
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DISEASE 

Scarlet  Fever 

Diphtheria 

Pneumonia i.. 

Dyseutry  ...  ...  ...  ;.. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum 

Erysipelas 

Phthisis  »•»» 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

Totals  ... 
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TABLE  VI. 


Administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901,  in  connection  with 

Factories,  Workshops,  Workplaces  and  Home  Work, 
for  the  Year  1925. 


1.— INSPECTION. 


Number  of 

PREMISES 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Prosecutions 

Factories  

(Including  Factory  Laundries) 

9 

... 

Workshops  

(Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

60 

Workplaces  (other  than  Outworkers,  &c.) 

Total  

69 

... 

2 — DEFECTS  FOUND.  Nil. 


3. — HOME  WORK. 

Lists  returned  Workmen 

Wearing  Apparel — Making,  &c.  (sending  twice  in  the  year)...  2 2 


4—  REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s,  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year 

Number 

Bakehouses  

9 

Dressmakers 

7 

Carpenters  and  Joiners  

6 

Boot  Repairers  

6 

Laundries  

4 

Cycle  and  Motor  Repairers  

9 

Others 

12 

Total  Number  of  Workshops  on  Register 

53 

5.— OTHER  MATTERS.  Nil. 
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hale  Urban  District  Council 


INSPECTOR’S  REPORT. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Hale  Urban  District  Council. 

Gentlemen, 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

MILK  SUPPLY. — The  milk  in  the  district  is  supplied  by 
36  vendors,  only  13  of  whom  are  resident  in  the  district.  Of 
the  remaining  23,  11  are  farmers  from  the  Bucklow  Rural 
District,  and  12  are  retailers  from  other  neighbouring  dis- 
tricts. Those  resident  in  the  district  are : — 

Cow-keepers  ...  ...  ...  1 

Dairymen  ...  ...  ...  2 

Purveyors  of  Milk  ...  ...  10 

The  whole  of  the  premises  have  been  kept  in  a thoroughly 
clean  condition;  also  the  cans,  etc.,  and  no  notices,  written  or 
verbal,  have  been  necessary.  One  of  the  Purveyors  is  licensed 
to  sell  Grade  “A”  Certified  Milk,  and  another  Pasteurised 
Milk,  which  is  a sign  that  there  is  a demand  for  good  milk 
in  the  district. 

MEAT. — The  standard  of  meat  sold  in  the  district  appears, 
on  the  whole,  of  very  good  quality,  although,  owing  to  the 
whole  of  the  m!eat  being  killed  outside  the  district,  proper  in- 
spection of  the  carcase  cannot  be  made,  and  such  diseases  as 
Tuberculosis,  etc.,  are  very  difficulty  to  detect  without  the 
offal. 

The  Meat  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  April  1st, 
have  been  strictly  carried  out,  and  with  the  help  of  the  Local 
Butchers’  Association,  have  been  quite  a success. 
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It  was  necessary  to  issue  one  warning  letter  regarding  the 
removing  of  diseased  organs  before  inspection  from  the  place  of 
slaughter,  but  this  worning  had  the  desired  effect,  so  no 
further  steps  were  necessary. 

We  have  no  registered  or  licensed  slaughter-houses  in  the 
district,  but  we  have  several  places  where  pigs  are  occasionally 
slaughtered;  also  a registered  Knacker’s  Yard. 

OTHER  GOODS. — All  premises  in  which  food  is  prepared 
and  sold  have  been  frequently  inspected  and  generally  found  in 
a very  clean  condition.  They  include  7 butchers’  shops,  3 fish 
shops,  5 greengrocers’  shops,  and  9 bake-houses.  Of  these 
premises  140  inspections  have  been  made. 

In  addition  to  the  shops  there  are  two  hawkers  of  meat  and 
five  hawkers  of  fish,  whose  barrows  and  vans  are  frequently 
inspected. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS.— The  work  is 
mainly  carried  out  by  The  Cheshire  County  Council,  although 
a few  samples  are  taken  by  me. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

All  houses  in  which  infectious  diseases  have  occurred  have 
been  inspected,  and  on  recovery  or  removal  of  the  patients  the 
rooms  used  have  been  thoroughly  disinfected.  There  have 
been  75  disinfections  during  the  year,  made  up  as  follows: — 


Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  4 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  20 

Cancer  ...  ...  ...  13 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  20 

Measles,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  18 


These  disinfections  have  necessitated  the  spraying  with 
Izal  or  Formalin  133  rooms,  stoving  with  Formalin  Gas  of  12G, 
and  the  stripping  of  30  rooms. 
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928  articles  have  been  sent  to  the  Altrincham  Isolation 
Hospital  for  disinfection,  and  24  articles  have  been  destroyed 
(see  Notifiable  Diseases). 

Factories  and  Workshops. 

These  have  been  regularly  inspected  and  are  mostly  in 
good  condition.  The  majority  are  on  a small  scale  only. 

There  are  53  workshops  and  6 factories,  of  which  69  in- 
spections have  been  made. 

I am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

HAROLD  SMITH,  C.R.S.I.,  M.S.I.A., 

Sanitary  and  Meat  Inspector. 
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TABLE  VII. 

CHESHIRE  COUNTY  COUNCIL. 


General  Order  of  Local  Government  Board  (Medical  Officer  of 
Health  and  Inspectors  of  Nuisances)  December  13th,  1910. 


HALE  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Tabular  Statement  of  Sanitary  Inspector  for  the  year 
ended  December  31st,  1925. 


A 

No. 

B 

Number  of 
Notices  served 

c 

Result  of  Service  of  Notices 

of  Inspections  made 

Statu- 

tory 

In- 

formal! 

Notice 

Remain 

Prosecutions 

oomnlLd 

with> 

lug  in 
band 

Institu- 

ted 

Pending 

1 

Dwelling  Houses  (General 
Inspections  

345 

47 

120 

120 

2 

Cellar  Dwellings  

3 

Back-to-Back  Houses  

' ... 

eee 

4 

Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  &c.  ... 

2 

... 

1 

• •• 

5 

Courts,  Yards,  Passages  ... 

... 

6 

Privy-Middens,  Earth  or 
Pail  Closets  

6 

... 

. ••• 

7 

Cesspools  

1 

e • • 

8 

House  Drainage  

30 

4 

15 

15 

9 

Ditches,  Watercourses,  &c. 

2 

e • • 

10 

Offensive  Accumulations  ... 

10 

11 

The  Keeping  of  Animals 
(P.H.A.,  1875,  S.  91  (3).. 

6 

12 

Offensive  Trades  

• . • 

13 

(a)  Slaughterhouses — 

Public  

Private  

... 

Knackers  Yard  

17 

2 

2 

(b)  Other  places  where 
Food  is  produced  or  sold 

68 

... 

... 

14 

Piggeries  

6 

... 

... 

... 

15 

(a)  Dairies  

10 

... 

(b)  Cowsheds  

2 i 

(c)  Milkshops  

30  j 

16 

(a)  Factories  

9 

... 

(b)  Workshops  

36 

... 

... 

(c)  Workplaces  

(d)  Outworkers’  Premises 

4 

17 

Bakehouses  (Overground).. 

20 

„ (Underground) 

... 

18 

Common  Lodging  Houses.. 

... 

19 

Houses  let  in  Lodgings  .... 

... 

1 ”* 

20 

Smoke  Observations  

10 

4 

*4 

... 

! 

21 

Canal  Boats  

... 

22 

Infectious  Disease  Inquiries 
and  Revisits  

246 

... 

23 

Miscellaneous  

201 

27 

27 

Totals 

1060 

51 

168 

168 
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TABLE  VIII 


NUISANCES  AND  DEFECTS  REMEDIED. 

1925- 


Drains.  — Cleared  20 

Repaired...  ...  ^ ....  6 

Re-laid  or  partly  re-laid  4 

Soil  Pipes  repaired  

Defeotive  Water  Closets.— Repaired 9 

Ashblns.  -Renewed 143 

Yards.— Repaired  or  re-laid  

Dampness.  - Remedied  

Miscellaneous  38 


Complaints  investigated  53 


Visits  to  nuisances  and  work  in  progress  210 

Scavenging.— Loads  Removed 1,854 


31 


Landless  Brothers, 
Printers, 

30  St.  Mary’s  Parsonage 
Manchester. 


